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A Soil Protection Act for B.C. – A Call to Action 
 
The Soil and Water Conservation Society (SWCS) is a non-profit scientific and 
educational organization that serves as an advocate for conservation professionals and for 
science-based conservation policy. SWCS seeks to foster the science and art of soil, 
water and related natural resource management to achieve sustainability. As such, the 
British Columbia Chapter of SWCS promotes an ethic recognizing the interdependence 
of people and the environment while advocating conservation. Our members include 
Professional Agrologists, academic researchers, environmental consultants, and students. 
SWCS has about 7,000 members internationally.  

 
SWCS-BC is calling on the provincial government to be held accountable for the 
protection of provincially scarce agricultural land resources. Therefore, SWCS-BC is 
appealing to the Province of British Columbia to protect our common soil resource, 
whereby: 
 

• Soil is created over an extremely long time frame and is non-renewable. The 
majority of soils that are currently fertile in British Columbia were created over a 
10,000-year period. 

 
• British Columbia is home to a rich but limited resource of highly fertile soils. A 

very small portion (5%) of the B.C. land base is suitable for agriculture and only 
1% is considered prime agricultural land (Capability Classes 1, 2, and 3). This 
scarce resource should and can be recognized by Provincial legislation as a 
common-interest resource worthy of protecting. 
 

• Unlike most other Provinces with vibrant agricultural sectors, B.C. is without any 
legislation protecting soil. Alberta has a “Soil Conservation Act”, PEI has a “Land 
Protection Act”, and Saskatchewan has a “Soil Drifting Control Act”, all of which 
strive to limit practices that would lead to a loss of soil quality or quantity.  

 
• A previous Soil Conservation Act for B.C. was rescinded under the current 

“Agricultural Land Commission Act” (ALCA). Furthermore, ALCA regulates soil 
only so far as it pertains to the removal or fill of soil on agricultural lands. 
 

Several actions can be taken by the province to stop the loss of scarce soils due to paving, 
contamination, or erosion. These include: 
 

Step 1.  Place a temporary moratorium on ALL exclusion applications 
forwarded to the Agricultural Land Commission.  

 



Step 2.   Conduct an in-depth province-wide inventory of the current state 
of soil quality and quantity within the Agricultural Land Reserve 
(ALR). 

  
Step 3.  Once the inventory is complete, hold a series of regional 

workshops/conferences to allow for the communication of the 
results of the inventory and other research done in the academic 
and government soil resource sectors to be disseminated and to 
solicit feedback on regional concerns. Compile a “Status of Our 
Agricultural Soils” report. 

  
Step 4.  Using the “Status of Our Agricultural Soils” report as guidance, 

establish a working group to develop a framework for an 
Agricultural Soil Protection Act. The group should include 
representatives from academic, professional, and agricultural 
interest groups. A list of regulations should be developed to be 
included in the Act to limit the permanent loss of the soil from 
actions such as paving, contamination, or erosion. 

 
Step 5.  Allow time for public consultation. 
   
Step 6.  Adopt an Agricultural Soil Protection Act for B.C., in light of the 

inventory, workshops/conferences, and public consultation. The 
Act should be independent of the Agricultural Land Commission 
Act and should be directed through the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Lands. 

 
We at SWCS-BC feel that the time is right for a renewed look at the state of soils in B.C. 
and the need to protect the ALR and enhance ALC Act to safeguard this precious 
resource. We would be happy to assist the Province of British Columbia in carrying out 
any and all of the aforementioned suggested steps.  
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Ione Smith 
President 
Soil and Water Conservation Society – BC Chapter 


